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Decay Can Cause Hazardous Defects in Trees

Tree failure is a major cause of residential property
damage, as well as the leading cause of power
outages nationwide.  An ice storm can overload
all the branches on a tree, a hurricane or high
wind can blow down a tree if its roots are
restricted, or a cracked tree can fail under
its own weight.

ÒHomeowners worried about trees falling and damaging property 
should call a professional arborist for an inspection,Ó advises
Peter Gerstenberger, senior advisor for Safety, Standards and 
Compliance with the Tree Care Industry Association.

Gerstenberger notes that trees are designed to withstand storms, 
but all trees can fail Ð and defective trees fail sooner than healthy 
trees.  A sound tree becomes potentially dangerous when the
treeÕs woody structure is weakened by one or more defects. 
During storms, pre-existing defects predispose trees to failure.

ÒTo a professional arborist,Ó notes Gerstenberger, Òdefects are 
detectable signs that a tree has an increased potential to fail.Ó  
Broadly defined, there are seven categories of defect:  decayed
wood, cracks, root problems, weak branch unions, cankers,
poor tree architecture, and dead trees, tops or branches.

Decay
Healthy, well-maintained trees growing on suitable sites will be 
able to minimize the extent of decay and other defects. Trees that 
are stressed have reduced energy reserves, which results in a tree 
less capable of dealing with wounds and the ensuing decay.

Most urban trees survive on construction-altered soils that may
be compacted, poorly drained, high in clay, sand, or gravel, very 
alkaline or littered with construction debris.  Additionally, many 
urban trees are subjected to chemicals such as deicing salts, herbicides 
and fertilizers commonly used in landscape maintenance.  Poor tree 
maintenance is another contributor to stress. These cumulative 
stresses all take a toll on tree vitality and structural integrity, increasing 
the risk of failure. (cont. on page 7)
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ÒThe economics
of restoration
rests on the

premise that people,
if given honest 
information, 

not only about price, 
but about cost,

will make intelligent 
and appropriate 

decisions that will 
improve both their 
own lives and life 

around them.Ó

-Paul Hawken,
The Ecology of Commerce
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For Immediate Release
Dixon Farmer Earns Professional
Certification on 9/28/06
SEATTLE, WA Ð Dixon Farmer (CA #PN-6129A) 
of Burien recently demonstrated professional 
competency by successfully completing the
Certified Arborist examination administered through 
the International Society of Arboriculture (ISA).

The ISA Certification Program is designed to assist 
the public in identifying those professionals in 
arboriculture who have demonstrated, through a 
professionally developed examination and education 
program, a thorough knowledge of tree care practices.

Dixon is currently foreman and lead climber for Four 
Seasons Tree Care, a Seattle-based company providing 
professional tree pruning and removal, soil remediation, 
and consulting services.

Consulting Services Added
With the addition of Matt Follett (Certified Arborist 
#ON-0785A) to the FSTC team, we are now 
positioned to offer consulting services including 
construction site tree protection, tree risk assessment 
and hazard mitigation and tree valuation.

In May, Matt successfully completed the American 
Society of Consulting Arborists (ASCA) Consulting 
Academy in Atlanta, Georgia. Matt joins a handful of 
other tree professionals in the northwest who have 
demonstrated the knowledge required to act as a 
Consulting Arborist.

Matt graduated from the prestigious Niagara Parks 
Commission School of Horticulture. This 36-month 
program blends extensive practical training with 
academic studies in horticulture, arboriculture, and 
plant sciences.

Having served as the arboriculture and climbing 
instructor at his alma mater, Matt also monitors training 
and education at FSTC and enjoys making himself 
available for speaking engagements.

Expanding Our Fleet
ThereÕs nothing like a new car, right? ThatÕs how the 
FSTC crew felt upon taking delivery of their 2007 
Isuzu NRR dump truck and new Brush Bandit chipper 
in October.

Like the rest of our diesel fleet, the new truck and 
chipper run on eco-friendly biodiesel made from
100% soybeans. This reflects our commitment to 
conducting our business in a manner that contributes 
to a safe, healthy environment and builds long-term 
value for the communities we serve in the form of 
cleaner air.

WeÕre proud of the fact that it looks great going down 
the road; but more importantly we appreciate that 
operating a fleet of newer, well-maintained equipment 
translates into being able to provide consistently reliable 
service to our valuable clients.

Certified Treecare Safety Professional
Creating a Culture of Safety
Ranked closely behind logging and commercial fishing, 
the business of tree care is considered one of the most 
dangerous professions. For that reason, we donÕt take 
safety and training lightly.

In November, two of our field staff were enrolled in 
the Certified Treecare Safety Professional (CTSP) 
program developed by the Tree Care Industry Association 
(TCIA).  Because the tree care business has been 
plagued by a poor industry-wide safety record, the 
TCIA felt that a strategic plan was needed to enhance 
the safety of the work environment. The result was the 
creation of the CTSP program.

The program focuses on providing direction on the 
use of tools, training safety leaders in every company 
and developing a coaching style within the employee 
team to establish a culture of safety.

More than most other professions, tree care involves 
more than simply showing up at your door; it requires 
showing up prepared to work SAFELY. We continue 
to make the commitment to be the best we can in 
every way possible to serve you better.
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IN THE NEWS
How WeÕre Serving you Better



Foundation for Sustainable Community:
Promoting and Supporting Sustainable Living

Conceived and organized by Marilene Richardson, the Foundation for Sustainable Community was officially 
recognized as a 501 (c) (3) in the summer of 2005. The foundation was created to support and promote the 
building of sustainable communities around the world.

As a child, Marilene developed a deep reverence for the natural world while running free in the forests of the 
Pacific Northwest. Her passion for bringing sustainable living information and community-building skills to 
people of all ages prompted her to create the Foundation for Sustainable Community.

ÒÉcommitted to fostering harmonious relationships
that honor the natural world and humanity.Ó

Mission Statement. ÒTo offer community-building events, workshops and cooperatives as well as other educational 
and experiential events, focusing on areas such as green technology, permanent agriculture, and living authentic 
and meaningful lives.Ó

The Foundation for Sustainable Community serves as a link to connect people and organizations in the 
community; to  create coalitions that foster a sense of meaning and place among all citizens. ÒSuch experiences 
may seem small at first but they can move quietly through our lives, like ripples touching others, and transforming 
our mundane existences into our ideal of Sustainable Community,Ó says Marilene.

ÒOur work not only enhances our own lives but others' lives as well, by strengthening and enlivening local 
culture. We believe that whenever Community provides a hospitable setting, by nurturing balanced individual 
and spiritual development within a real world setting, the result is a treasure to cherish for all human kind. We 
all benefit wherever "safe-havens" of Community are created, where conflict and diverse views can be transformed 
into mutual respect and cooperation.Ó

To learn more about becoming part of the growing movement of people pursuing a sustainable lifestyle and 
building Community visit www.communitysustainable.org.

425.481.6529 ¥ www.fourseasonstree.com3

ÒIn our every deliberation

we must consider the

impact of our decisions

on the next seven generations.Ó
-From the Great Law of the Iroquois Nation
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Building Healthy Soil
ItÕs a Dirt(y) Job, But SomebodyÕs Gotta Do It!

As the rainy weather approaches, many of us may think of shutting 
down the garden and calling it quits until spring. However, this 
is a great time to do some of the renovation projects and make 
some headway on improving the condition of the garden soils. 

Large urban trees are a great asset to any garden and the local 
environmental impact of trees cannot be stressed enough. But 
while we often look up in wonderment of the architecture above 
ground, all too often we neglect the amazing things that are 
taking place underground. Many of the current urban pest and 
disease problems have a head start because of poor soil conditions 
and the resulting impact on the overall health of the tree.  

Our urban environment does not often lend itself to good soil 
conditions. Typically the soil has been pushed, moved, compacted, 
blended and generally mistreated until the texture profile and 
structure has been all but destroyed. In nature a constant application 
of organic matter continues to fall on the mineral-based parent 
soil. The continuous recycling process allows for a healthy soil 
environment with many beneficial organisms, including insects, 
mycorrhizae (fungi with a mutually beneficial relationship with 
tree roots) and bacteria. These organisms combine to help create 
an aerated, porous environment which is conducive to root growth.

Our urban soils often lack the organic matter which helps to 
feed this complex system. Raked leaves, mown lawns, hard surface 
areas and our desire to ÒcleanÓ lead to a decline in the health of 
the soil. Without the constant recycling of organic matter, the 
soil becomes less able to hold and distribute the valuable nutrients 
required both by herbaceous and woody plants. The application 
of chemical fertilizers may help to improve the appearance of 
plants, but they may still be lacking many of the micronutrients 
required to fight off both disease and insect attack.
(cont. on page 5)

ÒMan, despite his

artistic pretensions,

his sophistication and

many accomplishments,

owes the fact of his existence 

to a six-inch layer of topsoil

and the fact that it rains.Ó
-John Jeavons
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We can work to improve the soil, however, and there are many ways to start the process. Some are simple, while 
others take more time and equipment. At the basic level, rather then raking the lawn devoid of fallen leaves, 
mulching them back into the turf will provide a healthy dose of fresh debris to decay (increasing the height at 
which you mow will help to trap debris, as well as shade the soil during the summer, therefore reducing water 
loss through evaporation). Top dressing the soil with composted mulches is the next step which can be taken 
(of course care must be taken with the depth applied--too much mulch can smother plants and cause a temporary 
lack of available soil oxygen). 

In seriously compacted or damaged soils, Òsoil remediationÓ can take on several forms. In some cases simply 
mixing in composted material with a garden fork can provide a means for the organic matter to filter down and 
create a Òbreakout layerÓ for roots to access the amendment. A more intensive method involves air excavation 
of the compacted or damaged soils and compost mixed back in with the parent soil to provide a highly aerated 
soil profile for the roots to colonize. Care must be taken in all cases to blend only enough organic material as 
is necessary and ensure that soil pH and existing nutrient levels are taken into consideration.    

At Four Seasons Tree Care we offer air excavation-based soil remediation techniques. We can provide consultation 
on the requirements and develop a plan which will meet your needs and address the health of the soil. As fall 
lingers on into winter here in the Seattle area, the added soil moisture and the cool wet conditions provide an 
ideal time to make soil a garden priority. If you have any questions regarding our services feel free to contact 
our office and set up an appointment for consultation.

-Matt Follett
Principal Consulting Arborist, Four Seasons Tree Care

425.481.6529 ¥ www.fourseasonstree.com

Treat the earth well:

it was not given to you

by your parents, 

it was loaned to you

by your children. 

We do not inherit the Earth 

from our ancestors, 

we borrow it

from our children.
-Ancient Indian Proverb
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